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stots bck mayan happenings of recent times urge 
us publicly to address a word to the Faithful of 
our dioceses. Special stipulations have withdrawn 
from Catholic secondary schools the advantages of 
civil status, and furthermore this withdrawal of status 
often is accompanied by an interdiction for accepting 

first year pupils. This measure also gravely affects the 
colleges where future priests receive their preparatory 

training, and the separate religious or confessional 
schools conducted by Religious. For both types of 
schools the regulation constitutes, within a short inter- 
val, the necessity of abandoning the field of education. 


— 


PROTESTS REGISTERED 





And these dispositions also have the consequence 
of depriving a great number of Religious, men and 
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women, of legitimate material resources. This is true 
for those members of Congregations whose age makes 
them unsuited for teaching and who now find them- 
selves in their deserving old age the prey of concern 
for their daily bread. 

The Episcopal Ordinaries have protested firmly 
against these stipulations to the competent authorities. 
For many decades Catholic populations have entrusted 
their sons and daughters to religious institutions be- 
cause these institutions gave them every guarantee of 
a perfect and harmonious formation of mind and heart. 
If the authorities wished to arrive at an exact idea on 
this question, and to judge it sanely, they should have 
penetrated further the soul of youth, they should have 
perceived the pulse of thousands of parents, and veri- 
fied closely their extraordinary attachment to their 
confessional establishments. 

That these establishments have impregnated les- 
sons of tried and true patriotism, how can one doubt 
in the presence of so many citizens who pursued their 
studies there and who have subsequently demonstrated 
a generosity and a devotion to the service of their coun- 
try which has made them the object of general esteem 
and admiration. 

May these educators and teachers, members of Con- 
gregations, both men and women, find in these pain- 
ful hours some consolation and pride in the words of 
tribute that we address to them in the name of the en- 
tire Catholic population. 

We deeply deplore, and the Catholic people as much 
as we, the fact that the right to teach and to educate 
has been withdrawn from Catholic establishments, the 
fact that this measure results in delivering over to 
worries about their daily bread the majority of the 
Religious and of even limiting, for a number of our 
flocks, the right to choose freely the school or college 
to which they know they should entrust the education 
and the instruction of their children. 
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We consider it a sacred duty, dearly beloved peo- 
ple, to appeal to you urgently to aid the Religious re- 
duced to the worst distress. Nuns, driven from the 
school, will have to seek a penurious existence in other 
occupations. We must make known, in these days, our 
Catholic generosity and our Christian charity. We 
must take advantage of every opportunity to come to 
their aid in the true spirit of the national community. 
Let none of these convents affected by the newly de- 
creed legal dispositions know hunger because Cath- 
olics were lacking in generosity in the exercise of 
Christian charity. 


ASYLUMS Now NEED BREAD 


During ten or more years of frightful economic 
crisis, hundreds of citizens stood in line at the doors of 
these convents where they received soup and bread. 
Today, these asylums of mercy, in turn, know the 
need of daily bread; let not their inmates be reduced 
to death by starvation because compassion has de- 
serted the hearts of our Catholic people. 

Catholic parents: present circumstances cause you 
grave concern about the fulfilment of your duty to as- 
sure the education of your children, and likewise in- 
crease your obligations and your responsibility. But 
this is no reason for you to be discouraged! Our Holy 
Faith recalls to you the intervention of Divine Provi- 
dence, the love of God for His children, His Omnipo- 
tence and His Wisdom. Know that the examples and 
the lessons that you give to your children are for the 
Divine Redeemer Himself Who gives them to you. 
With the benediction of the All Highest, you will be 
the better equipped to carry on the education of your 
children according to the Will of God, and to guard 
for them the treasure of the Catholic Faith. Each age 
has its great task, and the task of the moment is to 
maintain a real Catholic spirit within the breast of the 
family and to safeguard the education of our children. 
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SECTION ON MARRIAGE 


With the introduction of the civil law of July 6, 
1938, GBI. 244, for the country of Austria, civil mar- 
riage also became obligatory in Austria. A marriage 
is valid and effective in the eyes of the State only when 
it takes place before the civil magistrate. Only after 
the civil marriage has taken place may the Church 
wedding service take place. The pastor is forbidden 
under threat of grave punishment to perform the mar- 
riage ceremony before the civil marriage has taken 
place. An exception is made in the case of the serious 
illness of one of the bridal parties, postponement then 
being impossible. 

According to earlier Austrian law (75 a. b. G. B. 
and Konkordet Art. VII, 1 and the law of May 4, 1934, 
II Nr. 8) a Church wedding constituted a valid mar- 
riage. With August 1, 1938, came a change that 
made the civil validity and effectiveness of the mar- 
riage dependent upon the civil magistrate. 

This change places upon us Bishops the duty of 
giving the people of our dioceses directions that con- 
flicts of conscience may be avoided. 

Marriage is and remains for every Catholic a part 
and parcel of the great creation of God. It was insti- 
tuted by the triune God from the beginning, and was 
constituted by Him as an indissoluble bond of man and 
woman for the fulfilment of very sacred duties. It 
was elevated to the dignity of a Sacrament by Jesus 
Christ, our Redeemer. 

Unity, indissolubility and the sacramental char- 
acter of marriage are the foundation stones on which 
God once and for all placed marriage. As Christ chose 
and acknowledges only one Church, the Catholic 
Church, as His bride and bestows upon her alone His 
undivided love and His treasure of graces, so too can 
matrimony according to God’s will be only a union be- 
tween one man and one woman, This union is, accord- 
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ing to God’s holy law, irrevocable and indissoluble, 
just as the union of Christ and His Church cannot be 
terminated. 


MARRIAGE A SACRAMENT 


In order that these bases of marriage may not 
weaken, God has underpinned them with sacramental 
graces, elevated marriage to a Sacrament. When the 
marriage couple plight their troth at the altar they 
“open for themselves a treasure of sacramental grace 
from which they draw supernatural power for the ful- 
filling of their rights and duties faithfully, holily, per- 
severingly, even unto death” (Ency. Casti Connubii). 
This fountain of grace continues to flow throughout 
life, so long as they show themselves worthy of this 
demonstration of God’s favor. 

“The grace of matrimony will for the most part re- 
main an unused talent hidden in the field,” says the 
Holy Father in his marriage circular, ‘unless the par- 
ties exercise these supernatural powers and cultivate 
and develop the seeds of grace they have received.” 

Matrimony is, therefore, according to the teaching 
of the Church, a holy Sacrament which gives those 
who receive it a wealth of graces. But, Sacraments 
can only be administered and dispensed by the Church. 
Because of her power given her by Christ she has also 
the right and the duty to make regulations for the 
Faithful regarding the reception of the Sacrament of 
Matrimony. 

The marriage law of the Church states: In order 
that a marriage of a Catholic may be valid and per- 
missible before God and man it must take place before 
the Bishop of a diocese or a qualified pastor and two 
witnesses, and with the observance of the regulations 
of the Church. A marriage in the case of a Catholic 
which is brought about in any other way is invalid and 
illicit before God and conscience. 
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DouBLE Duty CITED 

Catholics may therefore, since the enactment of 
the new German marriage law, consider themselves 
man and wife before God and conscience only when 
their marriage before the civil magistrate has been 
followed by a Catholic wedding in the presence of a 
qualified pastor and two witnesses. The Catholic 
therefore who wishes to enter upon a marriage that is 
valid in the eyes of the State and valid and licit before 
God and conscience has a double duty: 

1. The duty of a civil marriage before a civil regis- 
trar in order that his marriage and potential offspring 
may enjoy the civil effects of matrimony. 

2. The duty of a Church wedding in the presence 
of his properly constituted pastor and two witnesses in 
order that he may before God and conscience be 
deemed validly married and may partake of the graces 
of the Sacrament. 

The Church ceremony will in no way be impeded by 
the State. Section 1588 of the German legal code 
states explicitly: The ecclesiastical obligations with re- 
gard to marriage will not be affected by the prescrip- 
tions of this section (regarding civil marriage), and 
section 100 of the new German marriage law takes 
into account the forthcoming Church marriage. Since 
the Catholic couple only at the moment of their Church 
wedding become partakers of the grace of the Sacra- 
ment, and only after the Church ceremony may con- 
sider themselves validly married and competent of 
filling the duties incumbent upon married people, they 
are bound in conscience not to enter upon their mu- 
tual marriage relations until after the consummation 
of the Church wedding. To live together before the 
reception of the Sacrament of Matrimony is for the 
Catholic forbidden and gravely sinful. Hence the 
marriage before the civil magistrate should be fol- 
lowed as soon as possible, preferably immediately 
afterward, by the Church wedding. 








PASTORAL LETTER OF AUSTRIAN HIERARCHY 435 





In order to avoid all conflict of conscience the 
Catholic couple is earnestly urged to make known to 
their pastor their proposed marriage before they pre- 
pare for their civil marriage and conscientiously fol- 
low the direction of their spiritual guide. 


MATRIMONY INDISSOLUBLE 


As the watchmen constituted by God for the safe- 
guarding of the rights of the Church, we deem it our 
duty to bring to the attention of the Faithful the fact 
a consummated Church wedding is and remains indis- 
soluble and can only be dissolved through the death of 
either party, even though the State marriage law of 
July 6, 1938, provides that for certain persons the 
civil court may declare a marriage null, abrogate a 
marriage, or grant a divorce. It may happen that, 
under the Church’s marriage law a declaration of 
nullity takes place, that is, because of a diriment im- 
pediment, or because of the want of some essential re- 
quirement, a marriage is declared invalid from the be- 
ginning. The State law goes farther in this regard 
than does the law of the Church. The Church also 
recognizes the dissolution of an unconsummated mar- 
riage by the Holy See, a thing that is not recognized 
by State law. The Church and State are not in full 
agreement on this point. 

For Catholics there remains the unchangeable law: 
a valid and consummated marriage can only be dis- 
solved by death. Hence Catholics who were married 
by the Church, may not, in spite of any dissolution of 
the bond by the State, enter upon a new Catholic mar- 
riage during the lifetime of the other party to their 
marriage; granted that on the part of the Church the 
former marriage was not declared invalid or was not 
dissolved by the Holy See as an unconsummated mar- 
riage. 

As pastors genuinely concerned about the spiritual 
welfare of the Faithful we must also call attention to 
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the following which are consequent upon failure to 
observe the regulations of the Church: Catholics who 
are married by the State but do not afterwards have 
the Church ceremony performed, even though there is 
no impediment to their marriage for which a dispensa- 
tion cannot be obtained, through their own fault shut 
themselves off from the graces of the Sacrament of 
Matrimony and cannot validly receive the other Sacra- 
ments of the Church, and may not act as sponsors 
either at Baptism or Confirmation. Catholics who re- 
fuse the graces of the Sacrament of Matrimony, even 
though a Church marriage settlement were possible, 
and do not before their death bring their marriage 
into conformity with the laws of the Church and die 
without contrition, through their own fault lose the 
right of Christian burial and rob themselves of the 
help of the Church’s graces, particularly of Masses for 
the dead. 

Beloved faithful! The Catholic Church is and re- 
mains for you always the good mother which faith- 
fully watches after your temporal and eternal welfare. 
May you also on your part, through a conscientious 
observance of the Church’s marriage law show your- 
selves children of the Church, mindful of the words: 
“He who does not have the Church as a mother, cannot 
have God as a father.” 














Pastoral Letter of the Bavarian 
Bishops 


This Pastoral on the elimination of Religious Teachers and 
Religious Schools by the Nazis was read in all the Catholie 
churches of Bavaria on September 4, 1988, immediately 
after which the offices of the Bishops were searched 
by Secret Service men, who confiscated type- 
writers, multigraph machines, etc. Trans- 
lated by the Rev. Edgar R. 

Smothers, S.J. 


T° the bitterest affliction and persecution that our 
Church must suffer in our German land, belongs 
the banishment of the Catholic Orders from the field 
of education and instruction. With ominous swiftness 
from month to month the discarding of religious 
teachers and religious schools goes on, and has already 
reached such alarming proportions that the total rele- 
gation of all schools conducted by Religious Orders is 
a prospect no longer far removed. Wide circles of our 
people evidently are scarcely informed of this sinister 
development, or their information is inadequate. We 
Bishops feel ourselves therefore obliged in conscience 
and before our diocesans to raise our voices again on 
this subject, and now at the last hour in the name of 
justice and of religious peace to give warning of a de- 
velopment that has for its end nothing short of the 
banning of the Church and of Christianity from the 
education of our German youth. 

We have to. inform you above all, beloved dio- 
cesans, of the painful events of the last months. Be- 
tween August 16 and September 1, in 126 com- 
munities within the Bavarian: civil boundaries au- 
thorization to teach in the elementary schools has been 
once more withdrawn. 367 teaching Sisters are left 
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unemployed and dispossessed of their calling by this 
new disabling act. 

For decades past, for nearly a century in many 
places, the Religious Congregations have labored in 
these communities in the service of the young with 
full measure of devotion. Sustained by the parents’ 
confidence and by the children’s love these teaching 
Sisters have spread abroad the blessing of Christian 
education and culture, which from generation to gen- 
eration is handed down in the family as a precious 
heritage. If we ask why so hard a lot befalls these 
teaching Sisters, there is no one who would charge 
personal fault against them or call in question either 
their proved fidelity to their profession or their pro- 
fessional competency. Just one charge is laid against 
them, that they wear the religious garb and that they 
have consecrated and bound themselves in a special 
manner through holy vows to the service of God and of . 
the young. For this reason only and on no other 
ground were these Religious declared unfit for the 
training of German youth. For this reason only were 
they thrust out of the profession of instruction and 
education, the profession for which like their secular 
colleagues they have prepared themselves through 
long studies and through State examinations honor- 
ably passed. Must not such proceedings wound to the 
quick the sentiment of religion and the sentiment of 
justice? Over 1,200 Sisters have in this manner in a 
period of one and one half years from January 1, 
1937, been removed from the service of the public ele- 
mentary schools. One must add the number which 
grows from month to month of Sisters who have been 
dismissed from the nurseries, the kindergartens, the 
children’s homes, since even from these realms of in- 
fant growth the pious fragrance of Christian training 
was to be exiled. One must further add the Sisters 
who no longer are permitted in sewing classes, handi- 
work courses, schools of domestic science to prepare 
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young girls and furnish them with useful knowledge 
for their future calling as housekeepers and mothers. 
How is such a procedure to be understood and justi- 
fied in this time of the new unification of our people? 
As regards the withdrawal of Sisters from the ele- 
mentary schools, the defense has been offered that the 
maintenance of these schools properly devolves upon 
the State and the community; and therefore the re- 
moval of the religious teachers is no lesion of the 
rights of the Congregations. But on Easter of this 
year the Bavarian Ministry of Public Instruction at 
one stroke ordered and carried through the closing or 
the gradual disestablishment of 84 religious schools, 
64 female, and 20 male institutions of higher learning, 
which are entirely the property of the Congregations. 
For a long time before, charge upon charge, grief upon 
grief had been laid against the Congregations, but 
without shaking their fidelity to duty or impairing 
their spirit of sacrifice. Thus through an ordinance 
of State in the past year attendance at these religious 
schools was forbidden to children of officials and em- 
ployes of the civil service. The disestablishment that 
has now been ordered means the destruction of the 
whole system of religious higher schools in Bavaria. 
As ground for this destructive measure, the mem- 
bers of the Congregations were simply informed that 
no further need existed for the continuance of their 
schools. Since the schoolroom capacity, however, 
needed for the disposition of their pupils, who number 
16,000, almost everywhere fell short, the civil com- 
munities were put under obligation of rapidly erecting 
schools; and they were furthermore empowered 
through a special decree to take possession of the 
buildings and schoolrooms, where necessary, of the 
religious institutions by way of expropriation. Again 
we ask how such a privation of rights is to be recon- 
ciled with the fundamental moral principles of justice 
and equity. 
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Nor is it cogent any more today to refer to the 
unemployed secular teachers, since so great a shortage 
of secular teachers for the elementary and higher 
schools has set in that prescribed activity of the 
schools is endangered and reduced accomplishment is 
to be feared. Yet hundreds and hundreds of specially 
formed and professionally certified teachers of re- 
ligious status have been paralyzed. The economy of 
the State too and of the local community has been 
thereby encumbered with yearly deficits of many mil- 
lions. Thus from every point of view the supplanting 
of the religious teachers and of their schools avers it- 
self an unhallowed act, an act of injustice and ingrati- 
tude. 

Not long ago it was publicly declared that no re- 
proach could be brought against the personal respecta- 
bility and the professional competency of the Religious 
who have been set aside, nor against the performance 
of their schools in the past. From the modern scheme 
of instruction and training however they must be ex- 
cluded, so it is said, because, given their vows of re- 
ligion, they cannot fulfil the demands of the modern 
State upon the training of the young as regards phi- 
losophy of life. On this point we Bishops have the 
following statement to make. The Church and her 
Orders have always and everywhere in the training 
of the young taken their direction from the command 
of Christ: Give to the State what belongs to the State, 
and to God what belongs to God. Faithful to this com- 
mand they have conscientiously fulfilled in school and 
education all requirements that the State justifiably 
imposes upon the training of youth in the interest of 
the common good and of the present task of the nation. 
As domains of a believing, Christian training of the 
young, these religious schools, out of the spirit of 
Christian faith and morals, have with special empha- 
sis striven to cultivate precisely the sense of patriotic, 
civil and social duty. A generation of youth trained 
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in fidelity to their faith will fulfil staunchly and truly 
especially in the hour of sacrifice their natural duties 
to folk and State. 

Whereas the religious schools have proved them- 
selves in our German fatherland from the beginnings 
of German history the planting ground and the garden 
of German culture and education, is there not an in- 
supportable contradiction if today the religious schools 
are to be driven from our homeland and destroyed, 
just as has happened so recently in Bolshevist lands, 
this in an hour when the German people looks upon 
the defense against Bolshevism, Christianity’s foe, as 
its mission in world-history, when it calls upon the 
Christian world to confederacy in this defensive strug- 
gle? How long will the State continue to refuse the 
collaboration of the Church and of her Religious Or- 
ders in this present mission of the German people, the 
defense against Bolshevism? 

In the Reich concordat the German Reich guaran- 
teed to maintain durably and to consolidate peaceful 
collaboration with the Church especially in the field of 
common endeavor, the training of the youth of Ger- 
many, and to this end it engaged its good faith with a 
threefold promise, viz.: 


1. The Religious Orders of the Catholic Church 

shall have the right as heretofore within the 

’ framework of the common laws to establish and 
conduct private schools. 


2. These religious schools shall confer the same 
qualifications as the State schools, in se far as 
they fulfil the State prescriptions. 


8. For the access of members of Religious Orders 
to the teaching office, and for their appointment 
to elementary, intermediary and higher institu- 
tions of learning, the general conditions—not 

laws of exception therefore—shall hold. 
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While we call to mind this solemn engagement as 
worded in Article XXV of the Reich concordat, we ask 
you, beloved diocesans, whether the measures taken 
against our Religious Orders, as we have recounted 
them to you, whether the mass withdrawal of over 
1,200 religious Sisters from our elementary schools, 
the disestablishment of male and female higher schools 
in their entirety, the interdiction of Religious from 
all institutions of training and instruction, beginning 
with the kindergartens—whether these measures can 
be reconciled with this unequivocal promise given by 
the Concordat, reconciled with German fidelity to 
treaties, with the welfare of the German people, with 
the rights of the Church and the parents to a Chris- 
tian education of the young? 

In the consciousness of our duty and responsibility 
before God, before our contemporaries and posterity, 
we once more ask justice for our Religious Orders and 
peace and freedom for their activity in the service of 
the Christian education of the young. You, beloved 
diocesans, we exhort to unite your prayers in this 
great petition today with the prayer which the priest 
at the altar raises to Heaven every Sunday in the name 
of the whole parish: 


We beseech Thee, Lord, take our fatherland under Thy last- 
ing protection. Enlighten her rulers with the light of wisdom. 
May they know what is serviceable to the people’s welfare, and 
in Thy power fulfil what is right. Amen. 


The Bishops of the Bavarian dioceses. 
For the Archbishopric of Munich, 


MICHAEL CARDINAL FAULHABER. 








Red Propaganda Is Vicious 
Most REv. JOHN M. GANNON, D.D. 
Issued by the N. C. W. C. News Service. 


M* visit to Spain was for the single purpose of 
clearing my mind exclusively on the question of 
Christianity and the Church. Politics and what con- 
cerned the functions of the State hadn’t the slightest 
interest to me. An enormous amount of information 
on Spain and its civil war has been spread before the 
American people during the past two years by the 
press. Much of it has been the honest and costly ef- 
fort of an honorable press to get the facts and divulge 
them to the public. Naturally, in so bitter a struggle, 
there has crept into the news, a large amount of propa- 
ganda; that is, false or colored information to sway 
the American public opinion in favor of one side or the 
other. 

Before entering Spain, I purged my mind, as far 
as possible, from all such information, from all poli- 
tics or partisanship. My visit was the kindly one of a 
Christian churchman, seeking the truth about ‘the 
Christianity of Spain and the attitude and procedure 
of the Church in this crisis. 

I contacted many intelligent people from Barcelona 
and Madrid as well as others from Pamplonia, Burgos 
and other parts of Nationalist Spain. I had a long 
conference with Mr. Claude Bowers, our American 
Ambassador to Spain, who went out of his way to fa- 
vor ‘me. 

The one general but definitely positive conclusion I 
brought out of Spain is the complete and hopeless fail- 
ure of the Reds to destroy Christianity and the Span- 
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ish Church. You might more easily draw the blood 
from the veins of an athlete and expect him to win the 
race than to blot out of Spanish life the Christian 
practices and the comforts and Sacraments and 
Liturgy of the Catholic Church. The renascence of 
Christian religious fervor and practice, reborn out of 
the martyrdom of the Spanish people by the merciless, 
cruel, and often fiendish assaults of the Reds, is in- 
spiring. Here you face the old Christian mystery of 
the martyr making Saints, but multiplied by millions. 
Nationalist Spain is today exalted by some intangible 
religious spirit. 


OVER-REACHED THEMSELVES 


As Francis McCullagh reported in his book, “The 
Reds over-reached themselves, instead of paralyzing, 
they stimulated. The Russian experts in revolution 
had taught them that terrorism always succeeds and 
is soon forgotten; that Litvinov is now an honored 
guest in aristocratic English homes. But those Rus- 
sian specialists were wrong on two important points. 
They had assumed that the Spaniard would react to 
terror like the Slav and the Catholic like the Byzan- 
tine. But the Spaniard is quite different from the 
Muscovite and the Catholic belongs to a Church which 
is very different from the helpless and apathetic 
Church of Russia. The Spanish Catholics were not 
frightened by the foul and cruel murders which de- 
prived them of their wisest and gentlest counsellors. 
On the contrary, they were strengthened, for many of 
those victims died like veritable Saints of God and 
the Catholic Army now sees them standing outside the 
limits of space and time, immortal, invulnerable, far 
more potent than they were on earth, interceding, as- 
sisting, encouraging, from the Courts of Infinite Wis- 
dom and Infinite Strength. 

I passed and, in some cases, visited over a hundred 
small towns, to observe the daily life of the priest and 
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the people. Spain, you know, has only two large 
cities, Barcelona and Madrid. Valencia is a compara- 
tively small city. All the rest of Spain is spread out 
in hundreds of small villages; you meet one every two 
or three miles; always the venerable old parish church 
rising above the cluster of homes. Always the priest 
is there with the people, day and night. In 1935, 
there were 7,401 young men in the Seminaries; of 
those, 7,280 had nothing or next to nothing. That is 
to say, they were peasants or workmen’s sons; that 
they were, therefore, identified with the masses of the 
people among whom they were to spend their lives. 
The Church of Spain is a most popular institution 
where an impoverished clergy works among the im- 
poverished people from whom they came. 


FERVENTLY CATHOLIC 


And what is their work? What did I find the par- 
ish priests of Spain doing? Outside their private devo- 
tions, I found them giving to the people, opportuni- 
ties of worship, of that sacramental worship which 
made the Presence of the Saviour a living reality 
amongst them and which afforded them the Graces 
and support they needed on the occasions of birth, 
of marriage and of death. At times, a procession or 
a festival moved the people to unusual fervors. Every 
evening, without exception, as late as eight o’clock, 
the bells would ring, the church would soon fill to the 
door with tired but devout people, while the priest 
would rise in the midst and say with them, the eve- 
ning prayers. I shall never forget the warmth of de- 
votion and the quiet spirituality of these Spanish peo- 
ple. Though it sounds strange in view of current 
atrocities, perhaps no country in the world is so fer- 
vently Catholic as Spain. We cannot escape the fact 
that in no other country are the ministrations of wor- 
ship so well attended and the clergy so generally suc- 
cessful in attracting such vast numbers to their influ- 
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ence. The very success of the Spanish priests has 
probably been the reason for so much hatred and bitter 
animosity toward them today. 

A great deal of the false Red propaganda pivoted 
around the idea of money. Stories were spread far 
and wide that the Spanish bishops and clergy were 
rich; that Religious Orders were immensely wealthy; 
that the Church controlled the wealth of Spain and 
many other such extreme statements. In the matter 
of money and of wealth, I found the Church of Spain 
exactly like the Church of England and the United 
States of America. It controlled church and school 
property, colleges, hospitals, orphan asylums, all the 
various works of charity and education precisely as 
any Protestant, Jewish or Catholic church in the 
United States. In some instances, like colleges and 
hospitals, small endowments, certain funds and be- 
quests, designated by law and testament were attached 
to the institutions, but were used on the students and 
the sick much in the same manner as in the United 
States. 


AMERICANS MISINFORMED 


How unfair it would be to expose Harvard Uni- 
versity to criticism and attack because it holds in its 
treasury the fabulous sum of. $100,000,000 in gold 
bonds as endowment and trust funds. If Harvard in 
one century has accumulated $100,000,000 in reserves, 
naturally a University like Salamanca, with seven cen- 
turies of existence, ought to have accumulated a few 
dollars reserve. However, all the endowments of all 
the universities, colleges, hospitals and asylums of 
Spain combined never had in their most prosperous 
days an accumulated endowment equal to that of Har- 
vard. 

A number of Americans have been grossly misin- 
formed about the wealth of the Spanish Church. At 
the present time, the Bishops and clergy depend totally 
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on the free-will offerings of parishioners. There are 
no fixed salaries such as the Protestant and Catholic 
clergy in the United States enjoy. They live very 
close to their people, and exactly like their people and, 
while not in great comfort and not in abject want, 
they live exclusively by the Altar according to the in- 
junction of the Bible. 

But to return to the imaginary money and wealth 
of the clergy, the vicious Red propaganda by which 
the American picture has been blurred, it may be en- 
lightening to learn the real facts about the income of 
Spanish bishops and clergy before the war broke out. 
None of the clergy had been highly paid. At the pres- 
ent time, they are without any fixed income but live 
by the free offerings of the parishioners. In 1935, 
however, they enjoyed a fixed salary. For the sake of 
comparison, let me say that while in England at the 
present time the Anglican bishops receive from 
$15,000 to $45,000 a year, the Primate Cardinal of 
Spain received less than $4,500 per year. The Span- 
ish bishops received $2,500 per year and the Spanish 
parish priests received $150 per year. The parish 
priest received about half that of the village school- 
master. Outside the parish clergy, the Religious Or- 
ders, vowed to poverty, chastity and obedience, re- 
ceived their support from farm lands adjacent to their 
institutions and the offerings of their students and the 
general public. 


SPANISH CLERGY PooR 


I have often seen the word priest-ridden loosely 
used by certain careless authors and editors in writing 
about Spain. Let us look at the facts. In a population 
of about 24,500,000 the number of Spanish parish 
priests is roughly 20,000; that is, before the war and 
the slaughter, there was one parish priest to every 
1,200 Spaniards. The proportion of the religious vo- 
cations is very much larger in the Catholic popula- 
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tions of England, Ireland, Canada and the United 
States. A similar proportion holds true for the num- 
ber of nuns. I am acquainted with the living condi- 
tions of the clergy in all the above-mentioned coun- 
tries and I find by comparison, the living conditions 
of the Spanish clergy, the poorest, the simplest and 
the most modest of all. His daily food, his bed and 
library, his clothes and bodily comforts are poorer 
than any national clergy, either Protestant or Cath- 
olic, I know. In comparison with the poor Spanish 
priests, the living of the English and American Prot- 
estant and Catholic clergy is luxurious, On inquiry, 
I could not find one parish priest of Spain who owned 
an automobile or ever dreamed of owning one; who 
regularly got a vacation or who was accustomed to 
travel or spend a night away from his people. In 
simple justice to these humble, plain-living, Spanish 
parish priests, I must frankly conclude that Spain was 
not priest-ridden. This word came out of England 
years ago, when the wells of history were poisoned, 
and persists in cropping out even in our enlightened 
day by thoughless writers. The great pity today is 
that the fatal word priest-ridden can never, even 
thoughtlessly, be applied to Spain again for at least a 
century. Communist cruelty and slaughter has con- 
signed more than 11,000 of the Spanish priests and 
seminarians to martyrs’ graves. With the seminaries 
all converted into hospitals for wounded soldiers and 
all the students bearing arms at the Front, the next 
hundred years will find Spain with far less priests 
proportionately than any other country in the world. 
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